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[bookmark: Text6]00 Month 20XX

[bookmark: Text7]Dear Recipient,

Bovine Tuberculosis (TB) Testing of Non-Bovine Animals

[bookmark: _Hlk155705862]Animal Health Act 1981 (Section 3)
[bookmark: Text16]The Tuberculosis in Animals (England) Order 2021, Article 8
[bookmark: Text17]The Movement of Animals (Restrictions) (England) Order 2002, Article 7
[bookmark: Text18]The Tuberculosis in Specified Animals (Scotland) Order 2015, Article 7
[bookmark: Text19]The Tuberculosis (Wales) Order 2011 Article 9
[bookmark: Text20]The Movement of Animals (Restrictions) (Wales) Order 2003, Article 7
The Tuberculosis (Testing and Powers of Entry) (Wales) Order 2008

[bookmark: Text25]*Delete as appropriate

You being the keeper of non-bovine animals are required by this Notice to have the (insert species type) on your holding tested for bovine tuberculosis (TB). To help control the spread of TB, it is important that all tuberculin tests are carried out on time.
You being the keeper of non-bovine animals are required by this Notice to have the (insert species type) on your holding tested for TB. This is necessary due to the identification of:
· [bookmark: Text8]*Post-mortem and/or bacteriological evidence of infection with Mycobacterium bovis (the bovine TB bacterium) in cattle, captive deer or other domestic/non-bovine animals kept on the same or a contiguous holding
· [bookmark: Text10]*Suspicion of infection in an animal from your herd/flock at the slaughterhouse/laboratory/post mortem
· *Animals which moved onto your farm from another herd/flock in which M. bovis has been detected by Polymerase Chain Reaction (PCR) Test or laboratory culture (tracings)
· [bookmark: Text11]*Other situations where epidemiological assessment indicates that animals in your herd/flock may be affected or infected with TB
· *A TB hotspot established in your area, within which your herd is located
*Delete as appropriate
The purpose of this test is to identify if there has been any spread of TB within your herd and/or between local livestock premises. Timely detection of disease allows for faster and better control, limiting the spread and with this, the number of affected animals. 
Please find details of when this test needs to be completed further below.
I realise that tuberculin testing may be challenging. However, completion of testing promptly, according to a prescribed schedule, is a vital precaution against possible widespread infection in your herd and to other herds in your locality.
Test details:
	Type of Test Required
	     

	Your TB test must be completed before this date 
	     

	Earliest date test can be started
	[bookmark: Text13]     

	Animals to be tested
	[bookmark: Text14]     

	Who to contact to arrange your TB test
	[bookmark: Text15]OV or ‘your APHA office’



If you have any further questions on this or related topics, do not hesitate to contact APHA using the contacts detailed at the top of this letter.

Yours sincerely, 


Name
[bookmark: Text24]Veterinary Head of Field Delivery / Veterinary Lead Scotland / Veterinary Lead Wales

Additional information:

	Please contact APHA using the contact details at the top of this letter if:
· You have changed your Veterinary Surgeon
· You do not have any stock eligible for TB testing
· You are in doubt as to the eligibility of your stock for TB testing.

	Information for herds which are under TB movement restrictions: 
[bookmark: _Hlk122004745]If you already have been issued with a Notice Prohibiting Movement of Specified Animals (TN02), your holding remains restricted until a Withdrawal of Restrictions Notice (TN10) is issued by APHA.

Movement restrictions for overdue tests:
I would like to remind you that as a herd keeper you are obliged under the relevant TB Order to carry out your TB test within the timeframe stipulated by APHA. Failure to complete your TB test and have results submitted by your Veterinary Surgeon on time will result in movement restrictions being applied. Whilst under movement restrictions, the movements of livestock onto or off the premises are prohibited, except directly to a slaughterhouse under the authority of a movement licence issued by APHA. 

If a test becomes overdue notification will be made to the relevant local authority which may lead to further investigation.

Information for Herd Keepers in Scotland and Wales who claim the Basic Payment Scheme (BPS):
The Cross Compliance: Food and Feed Law (SMR 4) sets out the appropriate measures which need to be taken to ensure the safe production of food for human consumption. Overdue TB test constitutes a breach of SMR 4 and under cross compliance requirements, APHA is obligated to notify the paying agencies of these breaches which may be considered intentional and may lead to a significant reduction of any BPS payments.
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APHA is an Executive Agency of the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs and also works on behalf of the Scottish Government, Welsh Government and Food Standards Agency to safeguard animal and plant health for the benefit of people, the environment and the economy.
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