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Clarification on honey and apiculture 

products and products containing honey to 

be exported to the EU and movement to 

Northern Ireland (NI) via the red lane  

Date issued: 29 May 2025 

Purpose 
To inform OVs and FCCOs about the EU Commission’s clarification on requirements for 
the export of honey and apiculture products and other Products of Animal Origin (POAO) 
containing honey, to EU and movement to NI via red lane.  

Background 

In September 2023, the European Commission amended Delegated Regulation EU 
2022/2292, requiring that honey and other apiculture products intended for human 
consumption imported into the EU, must be listed on TRACES. Consequently, honey and 
apiculture products originating from third countries may only be placed on the EU market if 
they are dispatched and obtained from, or prepared in, establishments that appear on lists 
drawn up and kept up to date in accordance with Article 127(3), point (e)(ii) and (iii), of 
Regulation (EU) 2017/625. 
 
Establishments which produce honey and other apiculture products must be registered by 
their local authority under assimilated Regulation 852/2004. APHA National Control Point 
(NCP) hold an up-to-date list of honey and apiculture establishments, published on 
GOV.UK at Businesses approved to export to the EU, which is also copied into TRACES.  

Since this new requirement came into force, Defra has sought further clarification from the 

European Commission regarding the listing of establishments, the use of honey as an 

ingredient in various products, and the export of honey originating from EU Member 

States. 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feur-lex.europa.eu%2Flegal-content%2FEN%2FTXT%2FPDF%2F%3Furi%3DPI_COM%3AC(2023)6136%26qid%3D1700491664176&data=05%7C02%7CTaiba.Shaukat%40defra.gov.uk%7C73aaead1288e4d639dd408dc240303e0%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638424842561631319%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=o7h3EqBZzX5V1znPt4y6qXIHYXQNIaHiJ6YtMyyGYWI%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feur-lex.europa.eu%2Flegal-content%2FEN%2FTXT%2FPDF%2F%3Furi%3DPI_COM%3AC(2023)6136%26qid%3D1700491664176&data=05%7C02%7CTaiba.Shaukat%40defra.gov.uk%7C73aaead1288e4d639dd408dc240303e0%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638424842561631319%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=o7h3EqBZzX5V1znPt4y6qXIHYXQNIaHiJ6YtMyyGYWI%3D&reserved=0
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02017R0625-20220128&qid=1716369509219
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/HTML/?uri=CELEX:32004R0852&qid=1618251306325&from=EN
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Updates 

1) The Commission Delegated Regulation 2023/2652 amending the Commission 

Delegated Regulation 2022/2292 was implemented to ensure that honey and other 

apicultural products intended for human consumption from third countries intended 

to be placed on the Union market comply with the rules on food, food safety, 

integrity and wholesomeness at all stages of production, processing and distribution 

of food, including rules aimed at ensuring fair practices in trade and protecting 

consumer interests.  

 

2) Establishments that dispatch products with Harmonised System (HS) headings 

codes 0409, 0410, 1212, 1521 or 1702 are to be listed on the honey and apiculture 

products establishment list. 

 

3) When honey is used as an ingredient in a meat product or dairy product and not put 

on the market directly as honey or an apiculture product, the meat or dairy 

manufacturing establishments are not required to be listed as honey and apiculture 

establishments. Therefore, a meat product or dairy product that is declared with two 

Combined Nomenclature (CN) codes, one of which is HS heading 0409, 0410, 

1212, 1521 or 1702, is not required to be listed on the list of honey and apiculture 

establishments.  

 

4) When honey is processed and included in a product, but the product is not 

classified as a composite product, a honey EHC is required. For example, yogurt 

with honey, when considered a ‘mixed’ or ‘compound’ product, both components 

are POAO, so dairy and honey certificates would be required.  

 

5) When honey is used in a composite product, the food business operators must 

ensure that it complies with the requirements established in Article 6(4) of 

Regulation (EC) No 853/2004. For example, a cooked sauce that contains honey 

and vegetable ingredients qualifies as a composite product and therefore the honey 

used must originate from an establishment in compliance with the Article 6(4) of 

Regulation (EC) No 853/2004. 

 

6) A composite product of GB origin, containing honey from an EU Member State, is 

authorised to be exported to the EU. 

Further Information 

APHA’s Centre for International Trade – Carlisle, email: exports@apha.gov.uk Telephone: 

03000 300 201   


